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be greater than of the former, faith 


tbe Lord of Hatt: and, or for, 


faith. the Lord of Ho oe. 


H E foray Houſe was Soloman? s 


3 * 5 ex- with Silver and 

a yond the latter Houſe, which 
the Jes in poor and weak Circumſtances, 
were then building, after their Return from 


the Babyloniſh Captivity; and which was 
nothin in Compariſon of Solomon's 'T emple, 5 
ox yes of thoſe ancient Perſons, WhO 


in the 
bad den that Temple, in all its 8 lendor 
and Magnificence, Ver. 3. Who is left among © 
2 that * this * in ber 2 glory? * 
2 - 


7h Silver i ig mine, and the Gold is 


nine, ſaith the Lord of Ho os. 
The Glory of this latter Houſe ſhall 


in this Place will I give Peace, 


Temple, which was moſt ſumptu- 
old, 


\ 
FT 


— 


them by 


1 4 Tie Obey of cn . 3 
bw you ſee it now? it it not in your Ey 1 
i compariſon of it, as nothing? 'Nevertheleſs, 

_ God: was pleaſed to- excite and encourage 

E ee Haggai to proceed | 

; with Vigor in the uilding, Ver. 4 Tit no 

bz. firong, O Zerubbabel, ſaith the 2 md 

be firong, O Foſbua Son of Foſedech the High 4 

Prieſt, and be /irong, all ye People of the Lang, 

faith the Lord, and work : for Tam with you, 

ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, But beſides "he 


favourable Preſence of God with them, he 


gives another Encouragement, ſuch indeed 
as only the Spirit of Prophecy could give; 
namely, that God would ſhake all Nations, 

or make a ſurprizing Alteration among 
them, by Gs the Meſſiah, rhe Defire 

of all Nations, (Ver. 7.) that glorious” Per- 
ſonage, who ſhould introduce into the dark, | 
idolatrous Nations a new. Diſpenſation in 
ſuch a Degree of heavenly Light, and ſuch 
Diſcoveries of the Divine Goodwill towards 
Men, as are the worthieſt Objects of their 
moſt rational and ardent Deſires. And then, | 
at that happy Time, that Houſe, how mean 

ſoever it appeared in their Eyes at preſent, 
would be filled with Glory. He proceeds, | 
 Inlarging upon the ſame Sentiment, in the 
Text; The Silver is mine, and the Gold is 
| mine, ' ſaith the Lord; all the rich and ſplen- 

did Materials in the World are abſolutely 
my Property, and I could eafily have com- 
manded them all in beanſiying.s ns: Houle, 


Ornaments, how coſtly or curious ſoever; 
and with reſpect to ſuch Glory, the Glo 1 


this latter, and much inferior, b Houſe; 17 (4 | 
you are now building, ſhall be greater than 


that of the former, and much more ſplendid, 
which Solomon built; for” in tbrs Place will 
I give, appoint, or conſtitute Peace ; mean- 


ing, more eſpecially, the Goſpel, which by _ 


our Lord, the Mefjjab, was - firſt preached, 

and in his Blood eſtabliſhed in the Land of 
Juda. Peace, in general, ſignifies in Scrip- 
ture all manner of Happineſs ; and in parti- 
cular is uſed to denote the Goſpel, as in 


 Epheſ. ii. 17. And Jeſus Chriſt came, and 
preached Peace, the Goſpel, fo you, Gentiles, 
who were afar off, and to them, the Jews, 


that were nigh. Hence our Lord is ſtiled, 
Prince of Peace, Ifai. ix. 6, 


I is quite foreign to the Purpoſe, and to 


the Text, to draw any Compariſon between 
the external Meanneſs or Magnificence of 
Houſes or Temples, which can yield very 
little or no uſeful Inſtruction. The Deſign 


of the Spirit of God in the Text is plainly 


to ſhew and inculcate this Truth; that there 


is a ſpiritual or heavenly Glory, which can 


render the meaneſt Fabric illuſtrious, and 


give it a Splendor far beyond the richeſt \ 


Decorations of Silver and Gold: and con- 


ſequently, That the moſt ſumptuous Struc- 
| * teures 


as) well as 7 Aich Sala built. But 1 
there is a Glory far ſuperior to all external 
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6 The Gl „ any e, no 


oY _ ſhould be valued and admited b 
any further than they. are e 
: — with the ſpiritual and Nen 
| Glory, the Glory of the Goſpel, which 4 
infinitely ſuperior to the moſt coſtly Ma- 
terials, diſpoſed. according to the moſt tl 

A . Rules of Att. 

Tuts Building here will be a laſting Mo- 
nument of your Piety and Generoſity, and 
of the Skill and Diligence by which it bath 

been brought to this elegant and eommo- 
dious Form. It was in your Hearts to build 

4 Houſe for the Honour and Worſhip of 

God. It was well that it was in your Hedtrog 

and that you were able to effect it: and we 

ſhould * greatly thankful to God for both, 

It was God, that inlarged your Hearts to give 

O liberally and ehearfully, and by the good 

Providence of God it is at length Kniſhed in 

a Manner, which muſt give you Pleaſure. 
Bur ſhould we pleaſe ourſelves oply with 

the outward Form? And are theſe material 


eapable of ? Very fe Fang that. There is 
another Beauty infinitely brighter than any 
we can behold with our bodily Eyes; a ſpi- 


| | ritual and heavenly Beauty y, the Glory of the 


Goſpel, the moſt illuſtrious Diſplay of the 
Divine Wiſdom and Beneficence, the very 
higheſt Excellence of our Nature, and the 


a Defire and Joy of our Hearts, 
8 And 


OY 


- Ornaments the only Beauty this Houſe 32 


EG oy public nul. 
| And that Temple is finiſhed and nad 
in Beauty where this Glory ſhines, where it 
is ſeen and e, where it is admitted, 
into the 'Soul, and regulates'the whole Con- 
_ verlation. This is the very End for which 
we have raiſed this Fabric: and if the Lord 
of Hoſts, in favour of our pious Defign and 
Endeavours, ' ſhall ſay, In this Place I will 
efabliſh Peace, then is this Houſe 'truly - 


| frequent it. 


- Senſe, includes all manner of Bleſſings; 


diately from the Favour of God; Peuce 
with God, or Reconciliation to him, as our 
_ Godin the everlaſting Covenant, which ſe- 
cCures the Poſſeſſion of eternal Life: Praue 
and Comfort in our Own Breaſts, from a 
Senſe of pardonin and a Conſciouſ- 
neſs of being truly directed in our Tem- 

| pers and Converſation ; Peace arid Goodwill, 
ind and benevolent Diſpoſitions towards all 


Mankind; when our Minds are conciliated 


to all our Fellow - Creatures, and eſpecially 
to all our Fellow-Chriſtians under all their 
various Diviſions and Denominations : Peace 
in a civil Senſe; when we quietly enjoy. our 
national and religious Rights, and are well 


affected to the Government which ſupports | 


them: Laſtly, Peace, Harmony and Love 


among ourſelves. Theſe are the particular 
4 


magnificent, and they are truly —_ who 
BuT Peace, in its l caps 


ſuch, in particular, as flow more imme- 
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cu een tt 
1 ſtances of Peace, which makes us „ 
both in a perſonal and ſocial Capacit and 


ar doubt not but you will all ſincerely concur | 


With me in wiſhing that ſuch Peace may: be 
_ {the Glory of this, and of every othes Chak 
3 ſtian Society in the World. 5 AW © 
I. PEACE with.God, or Reconciliation 
ito. him as our God in the everlaſting Co- 
venant, is the. primary Glory of Chriſtian 
Aſſemblies. Rom. v. i. Being juſtifird by Faith 
we have Peace with God, brougli our. Lord 
Jieſas Cbriſi. We are no more Enemies, as 
we ſhould have been, had we continued in 
the State of Heatheniſm; but upon ſuch 
happy Terms with God. that we may 
expect the greateſt Bleſſedneſs from him. 
"Heathen Temples the moſt magnificent and 
ſplendid, were but Darkneſs and Deformity, | 
as the Worſhippers were involved in Igno- 
rance and Idolatry, without God and with- 
out Hope. But we are light in the Lord. 
All the Perfections of the Divine Nature are 
diſplay d before our Eyes. His Goodneſs in 
particular ſmiles upon us in all the Charms 
of the moſt ſurprizing Benevolence, in Jeſus 


Chriſt our Lord; who hath opened and 


aſſured to l World the richeſt Trea- 
- ſures of Divine Mercy; an Intereſt in God 
as our God, Father and Friend; the free 
and full biden of Sin; a Phage in the 
Kingdom and Family of God; the Privileges 
and Honours. of his Sai and Servants; the 

Fi avours 


F 5 PTY Bus: 5 05 oj e 
Favours ad Encouragements of his belberd + 
Children; the Joys and Glory of a'chofen 
Generation, a royal Prieſthood, a holy Na- 
tion, a peculiar People; free and welcome 
Acceſs to the T — of Grace; the Aſſiſt- 
ances of his Spirit to help our Infirmities, 
and to render all our pious Endeavours ſuc- 


ceſsful; the exceeding great and precious 


Promiſes of Guidance, Support, Protection 
and Supply through all the Difficulties of 
this World, and the Hope of a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal Weight of Glory laid up 
for us, as our Portion and Inheritance, in 
the World to come. This is the Golpel : 
thus we, and other Chriſtians, have Peace 
with God; and are ſurrounded with a Glory 
infinitely beyond human Deſcription or Con- 
ception. And in this Place, may this Glory 
always ſhine in all its heavenly Brightneſs ; 
and in this Place may this Peace be fully 
and perpetually given as the ſolid Foun- 
dation of all other Blefſedneſs. Here, in 
the Preaching of the Goſpel, may the Grace 
of God in a Redeemer bs early diſplay'd ; 
may it enlighten every Mind, reign in every 
Heart, and be productive of all the F ruits 
of Righteouſneſs. 
II. Pzact in the Text may dende 
Peace and Comfort in our own Breaſts, 
from a Senſe of pardoning Mercy, and from 
a Conſciouſneſs of our being truly directed 
in our Tempers and Converſation. Pſal. 
xxxii. 


the Man. unto whom the Lord impu 


| May this: be the h 
Who here attends upon the Worſhip of God. 


_ every _ 
| To from all uneaſ 


| will concur with mine, that the Principles 


$ 


Ii. 15 2. Died i bf wake? 75 effk 
given, whoſe Sin is covered. 2 
ferb nor 


and in whoſe Spirit there is no Guik,/ 
State of every one 


In a Senſe of God's pardoning Mercy, may 
Heart be filled with ſolid: Comfort, 
y Reflections upon what 
is paſt, and from all diſmal Forebodings of 
what is to come. But the Conſcience can 
never be comfortably ſettled, when the 


Mind is not well infteucled in Knowledge 


and Duty. Where thoſe are dark and un- 


certain, the Conſcience muſt be in a doubt- 


ful, uneaſy Situation, obnoxious to the Mit-. 
givings of Ignorance and Error, and to the 
Hurtes and Diſquietude of Paſſions not pro- 


perly governed. Theſe Diſorders are re- 


med and Peace. of Mind, in this impor- 
tant Reſpect, is ſecured by a ſerious, con- 
ſtant Attention to the Word of God, and to 
the Ordinances of the Goſpel; which are 
intended, and by the Divine Wiſdom well 
adapted, to lead us upon the moſt evident 
and certain Principles, into all neceſſary | 
Truth, and to make us good and virtuous, | 
wiſe- and 'upright in every thing that adorns 


the Mind; purifieth-the Heart, and regulates 


the Life. And in this Point alſo, I doubt 
not, the ſtrongeſt Defires of your Hearts 


of 


OO Off public Warſlip,' -/ un; 
and inforced in this Place, in ſuch: mam 
as to convty- the cleateſt and inoſt amiable 
Ideas of the Dieine Peffections, and of bis 
br tho Children of Men; and 
to lead every Perſon to every right Diſpo- 
| Hy e and tq every Inſtance :of 
Duty, and holy Converſation- Here may 
the Grace ef God and the Faith of our 

Lofd Jeſus Chriſt, bo always anne | 
to 4 * offal 2067 Life, two 

all Gobdneſs and Brotherly: Kindneſs; Ho» 
neſty and Integtity, Humility and Meak- 
| neſs; Sobriety and Self- Government, Cha. 

tity, Peaceablenefs, ' Patience and Contenk- 
ment, and to every Branch of pious and 
faithful Behaviour towards God and Man. 
Final y; Brethren, what 2 ate 
true, what ſoever Things are honourable, what | 
_ ſever Things are juſt, what ſoever Things are 
pure,; iobat forver Things are: lovely, what | 
forever Things ave bf gbod Report, 77 there 
be any Virtue, an any Praiſe, may theſe 

Things be here, and every where, warmly 
recommended by all Preachers, and cor- 
dially received and practiſed by all Hearers'; 
that both may honour and adorn the Goſpel _ 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in all Things; and 
that true Religion, free from all Superſtition | 
and Enthuſiaſm; may here be /preferved and 
| propagated, from Generation to Abe =D 

9 us 


upon. the pony -en N I 


2 and the God of Peace will be with 


III. Tr E- Goſpel, 
| 5 e Father, is a Declaration of Peace 
on Earth and Good-will towards men; and 
is intended to produce: correſponding affec- 
tions of Benevolence in our 
Mankind, as they are the Offspring of God, 
are all in all Nations a common Fraternity, 


on the Part of the 


„and will give Peace in ibis Place. : 


TJearts. All 


made of one Blood, endowed with the ſame 


Faculties and ſubject to the ſame Infirmities : 
and Sufferings, and therefore have a juſt 


Claim to our friendly Regards: and we 


© ſhould fincerely deſire their Happineſs, and 
endeavour to promote it as we have Power 


and Opportunities. But we are under 
ſtronger Obligations to thoſe that ſtand in a 


nearer. Situation; I mean to our Fellow 


Chriſtians; ſuch eſpecially as are not in- 


volved in the grand Apoſtacy. We are 


Chriſtians, and. only Chri/ttans; a Name 
which in its original and true Meaning in- 


cludes all that is virtuous and amiable, juſt 
and good, noble and divine, excellent and _ 
3 A Name which would ſtill have 


5. 


retained the ſame illuſtrious meaning, had it 


not been ſo commonly and vilely profaned 


by Multitudes, who have made a Profeſſion 


| of. it, while their Temper and Practice have 


hom: inconſiſtent with it. Cbriſtians is the 


honourable | 


i” 


honourable: Name 'we wear, as a glorious: © 
m upon our Heads, in Token of the 
Favour: of the Father of the Univerſe, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Epiſcopa- 
tians, Preſbyterians, lndege hats, Baptiſts, 
Calviniſts, Arminians, Arians, Trinitarians, 
and others, are Names of religious Diſtinc- 
tions. But, however we may commonly be 
ranked under any of theſe Diviſions, W 7 ? .¶ 
reject them all. We:difown all Connection, 
excepting that: of Love and Goodwill, with 
any Sect or Party whatſoever. We are a 
Society built and eſtabliſhed,” not upon „ 
— Foundation, but only upon 
Foundation of the Prophets and Apoſtles, 
of which Jeſus Chriſt is the chief Corner- 
Stone. We are Cbriſtians, and only Chrifti-. 
ans. And we conſider all our F Milt hs 
teſtants of every Denomination in the ſame 
Light; only as Chri/tzans; and cordially em- 
brace them all in Affection and Charity as 
ſuch. Whatever peculiar Tenets they may 
hold, or in what reſpects ſoever they may 
differ from us, ſuch Tenets and luck Dif- 
ference we conſider not as affecting their 
Chriſtian Character and Profeſſion in F 
neral. Notwithſtanding ſuch Peculiarities, 


"% 
. 4 
# FJ x p 
” . ff 
| 13 0 ; f | | 


we allow they may be good Chriſtians, and 


as good Chriſtians as ourſelves. And there⸗ 
fore upon theſe juſt and extenſive Principles 


we deny Communion to none of our Fello “r, 


e we. refuſe Communion, upon 
8 „ 


. . eee err ES . _ th * * 
- 1 5 


other men/to'be f — — eee 


de xp ourſel 


vot agree with us in diſputable Points, we 
own and receive him as 


72 98 — PN — — 
* 
* 
* 
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> Serip ures which may pi 
well-mea ing — be 


q | 1 , We: Hs Zong 


„ ſp _ pals th very ſame Judgment 
vos. As wwe allow no Man to. 


ee Doane over our own Faith, ſo we 


nd to have no Dominion over any man's 


Ft or Conſcience; but freely leave him to 
me faithful Exerciſe of bis on Judgment: 
nay, we adviſe, and exhort every 
. the free and fincere uſe of his o Under- 


Randing and Judgment, as che only way in 
which he can approve himnſelf to God, and 


gain the Acceptan 


Perſon to 


e ce of his religious Endea- 
vours. And in this way, though he may 


table — 


and intitled to our religious Fellowſip. 
Puls is the Rule of Chriſtian Love and 


1 Unity, ſtrongly recommended and enjoined 
OR Lord and his * w_ 


— an Duty 6 al ic 
Chriſtians dare. to elpouſe, Principles,.9r = 1 


low ourſelves. in any Inſtance of Practice 
which is inconſiſten 
Will to all our Fellow-Chriſtians.— 118 is 


the trus and only Ground of religious Peace 
and Concord: and TH1s: is the moſt: perfect 
State, to which the Chriſtian Church can ar- 


rive in this World. To Unity of -Know- 


poſſibly, by a free and univerſal Conſent, 
_ eſtablith Uniformity of Worſhip among: all 
Chriſtians. But though e can Unite in 
2 or Nodes * u. e may 


gion can be — here — 
and which thotefore the Apoſtle very juſtly 
terms the Band of Perfecingſs, Col. il. 14. 
And ahove all theſe Things, put on Charity 
which is the Bend of Perfetineſs; i. e. Put on 
Love, which is the Bond of that perfect 
Union, which ought to ſubſiſt in the Body 
of Chriſt, and by which the whole Gand 
becomes as perfect as it can be at preſent. 
UNI ORMuTIT v of Sentiments and Wor- 
ſhip our preſent State of Imperfection will 
not nn nor can they be — * 
4 


with an equal. Good- | 


ledge-and. Sentiments we cannot attain, un- 
der. the unavoidable Imperfections of our 
rg nor, for the ſame. Reaſon,. can we. 


* 
1 
| 
3 
| 
N 
| 
1 
! "2 


s as is: — of — — Z 
mat ever be-ctended with Varlgcoane \ 
a Perſecution, - the —ů i 
-fty and Hatred, d. every Paſſion which 


ſowers or inflames the Mind, diſordereth, 


diſturbeth and diſtreſſeth the World. But 


Love and friendly Affections, Candour and 


mutual F — are the ſtrong Cement 
which connects Chriſtians into one happy 
Body; the Balm, which heals every 
the fragrant Perfume, — ſo far as it is 
ery pleaſing and 
_ delighitfal-; che Medial 1 Dow? of Heaven, 
- which'cools' immoderate Heats, ſweetly re- 
freſhes Life, and promotes our ſpiritual 
Growth, by-dilating the Heart to univerſal 


Wound; 


diffuſed, renders Society 


. Goodneſs and Benevolence, by opening the 


1 Underſtanding, and giving Freedom of Mind 
to admit the Truth wherever we find it. 
| | Behold bow good and how 


pleaſant. it 15 for 
Brethren to aue together in Dip. 


Tuis Chapel therefore we have wecken, 
a and here we intend to worſhip the living 
and true God, through the one Mediator 


Jeſus Chriſt; not in Oppoſition to, but in 
perfect Peace and Harmony with all our 


Fellow-Proteſtants. This Edifice is founded 


upon no Party- principles or Tenets, but is 


built on Purpoſe, and with this very Deſign, 
to keep ourſelves clear! ne fall; to 


4 | | | dil. 


— 


Held yt that” e y e 
Auties“ of Rellgion upon 
| Nee err of 
-Y les and Spirit of genuine Ckriſtfanty) "i 
Gage and eſtabliſned by dür Bord and HB 
1 Apoſthes'; ; aid that, Upon: | this e 
larged Ground, we may be quite free to 
beatch the Sctipitures, to diſcover, correct ind 
teform, at any time, our own Miſtakes and 
| Deficicnews' and at liberty to exerciſe Corti 
muniĩon with any of our Chriſtian Bretiiten 
This is ont preſent Senſe and Spirit; and 1 
Hope it will always be ſo. May all 
Zeal, Strife and Animobity be baniſhed Hot 
All our Hearts, and here and every We be 
totally extinguiſhed. May all Wiang 
— 4 — doubrtvi Diſpitetion; and 5 
Debate, which have ſo — — ſo wreteh⸗ 
 edly diſtracted the Chriſtian Church, ettirely 
ceaſe, and fink into eternal Silerice: May 
wee follow the Truth in Love, in Simplleit 7 
and Sincerity. In this Place may the Do- 
trines of Salvation, as delivered in the Holy 
Seriptures, de explained, upon their proper 
| Evidence, with this ſingle and only View, 
do ſhew their Truth, Excellency and Power; 
| Hot to diſparage, offend or Adu others; 
but for own! Benefit and Comfort, that We 
may lay them up in our on Hearts, an 
FAO them in —— Lives. Thus = 
B tha 


. 
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— and the God of Peace will als us 

her fect in every. good Word to di his Will, 
in us that. which is . e 8 
las Sight, . Na 
IV. We now come to Peace, 0 4 civil 
Senſe; when. we quietly enjoy. our national 
and religious Rights, and are well affected 
to the Government which 1 and 
| guards them. FG 
Io recount all the 1 we. have: en- 
joyed, ſince the happy Acceſſion of the 
Houſe of Hannover, i is not eaſy; nor indeed * 
neceſſary. The Nation in general is very 


Lenüble of them, and I may be bold to aß, 


there are none that underſtand or value them 
more than ourſelves. Under the juſt, mild 
and auſpicious Government of his preſent 
Majeſty, and that of his illuſtrious Father, 
we have ſeen Days of Peace and Proſperity 4 
not to ap ke av in any Part of the Engliſh - 
Annals: and have enjoyed rational Priyi- 
leges and Happineſs in as high a Degree as 
the beſt of Conſtitutions will admit, and, I 
ſuppoſe, | as the preſent State of Things in 

this World will probably allow. Induſtry 
hath had full Scope to exert itſelf in pro- 
curing the Accommodations of Life; and 


what r hath Pee we have been 
abſolutely | 


4 F* 


| ————  . 1 
7 abſolute Kue of poſſeſſing e | 
Danger ” parc, la wleſs wy 
Clear of all unnatural Reftraints or Difcou- | 
ragements, from public Authority, Under. 
ſtanding and Conſcience have been in füll 
Liberty; and every Perſon hath been per- 
fectly free to be wiſe, pious, good and vi- 
tuous, under the Direction of $7 beſt Light oy 


he could diſcover. And here, give me leave 


to indulge a little to the Joy of my own | 


Heart. With great Pleaſure and Thank- 
fulneſs to God I always reflect, that the ſtu- 
dious and active Part of my Life hath fal- 
len in the glorious Reigns of George the 
Firſt, and George the Second. Under whom 
T have had free Acceſs to my Bible, and full 
Liberty to publiſh what I have found there; 
and this, with general Favour and Appro= 
bation. The Benefit of Revelation is ineſ- 
timably great: but is much diminiſhed, or 
totally loſt where the Prieſt and the Bigat. 
8 power to ee the impartial Study of 
it. But a different Spirit hath — in 
the glorious Reigns of George the Firſt, and 
George the Second; who have not given the 
leaſt Countenance to any ſpecies of ſpiritual ' 
Tyranny: and therefore, if any have not 
faithfully endeavoured to ſettle their religious 
principles upon the moſt ſolid Grounds, it 
muſt have been the Fault of their own ig- 
norant, careleſs, * and porvertog”, 


Minds. 
UH B 2 a 


En © hs 


AND, by the Way. "tot ms, ok, that, 
151 e Maß never id an Period iS 
Ke to, our Nation, fa fully = br 
$ the anly, Opportunity we 

judging, What, in fact, the 
0 Adds of uch Liberty 
ad What haye the Conſe- a 


| Forty. „ rig Hach there been wore - 
Diſorder and Piſquiet in cut Lard? mate 
; 3 Variance: and Anumeſity ? more 
Sedlition and Tumult ? more Difficulties to 
5 ; Government, more Danger | to the eſta- 
bliſbed. SALTS. p60 more. Wen, to Re- 
ae in general? No; but op the con» 
_trary, more Peace and eee ory 
| Goodneſs and Candor, more Kindneſs and 
Charity, more Satisfaction of Mind, 9525 iy 
Union of Hearts, more Security to the Go- 
- yernment, more Safety to the Eſtabliſh. 
ment, and more Improvement i in religious 
* than could poſſibly exiſt upder 
weak and. perſecuting Reigns, which 
qur. Anceſtors ladly experienced. © 
9 9995 is the Peace we Eire caged Is 
| under bis Majeſty's wiſe and equitable Go- 
vernment: and we ſhould. defire and en- 
deavour, that the ſame Bleſfſing may be 
eftaſtliſhed and perpetuated . to the lateſt 
Poſterity. To this End, be deeply per- 
ſuaded, Phe under God, the Continuance 


| ＋ our r Happineſs depends upon the Succeſ- 
ton 


* 


and v we ſthquld adhere to it, and ſupport, it, ; 


if 6 
. 3 
Ae. — i 


a the Crows in Ok? Maftrious Hout of JE : 4 


This is the Lite: of the Nation; 


and all the Intere that are connected wich 
it, as gur very! . e ; 
pence of our * Nene all is 


lot: if that be ſafe, we may think our. 
ſelyes happy in wo Circumſtances. | "Do all 
in your Power. to make the Burden of G 
vernment eaſy; avoid whatever may perplex 
and diſtreſs ity. abhor a Spirit of Babe zen 
and Obloquy; do not raſhly or wantonly 
cenſure the Conduct of they that are at the 
um. They are the Miniſters of God un- 
to us for 7 — attending, ſtudying and la- 
bouring contin ually for gur Peace, . Safety 
and Welfare : and therefore, as much as in 
us lies, we ſhould affiſt their Endeavours, 
and ſtrengthen their Hands. What the 
Wiſdom 5 Parliament appoints, we ſhould 


_ chearfully contribute to the Support of the 


Government, and Defence of the Nation; 
eſpecially at this important Conjuncture, 
when our unjuſt and inveterate Enemies 
threaten the moſt deſperate Attack upon all 
our invaluable Poſſeſſions, and meditate no- 
thing leſs. than our Deſtruction. At wh 
Times let us be well pleaſed that we,-a 

Diſſenters, are ſuch large Sharers in baba 
Privileges; nor let us expect or deſire fur - 
ther Favours, when they cannot be allow'd. 
5 with the Regel and Quiet of 


our 


I ee In ſhort, in our 


let us act like v 
1 dutiful Subjects. Thus we ſhall contribute 
1 che Nation; thus we ſhall deſerve the Fat 
pour and Protectioti of the Government ; 1 - 
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our Thoughts, Words and whole N 
I contented, peaceable and 


to the Peace and Happineſs of 


and thus, by diſcharging our Duty, we ſha 
ingage the Divine Bleſſing, and in ther Plate 
the Lord of Hoſts will give Peace, the p 

able Enjoyment of our National 8 0 ad 
Liberties, . 

Bor under this Head we 5 int not Pg 


S 


our Connection with this ancient and ho- 
nourable City, whete Providence hath alot- 
ted our + Habitations, and to which we owe 


a very high Regard. Nature has fo linke@ 


Mankind together, that every one is ac- 


countable for his Character to his Neigh- 
bours. And as it is a Felicity to ſtand well 


in the Thoughts and Judgment of others; - 


fo, it is not only an innocent, but a — — 


juſt and laudable Ambition by good Actions 


to merit the Eſteem of thoſe. among whom 
we dwell. *Tis very well known,” that 


many Members of this Society have pine 


the Reputation of very worthy and uſeful 
Citizens. And it certainly is, and always 
will be, the Duty and Honour of all that 
2 to it, to tread in their Steps, and to 

in the public Approbation, by ſeeking the 
Peace and Sa of che ew & ; by ſhew- 


ing 


" 7 * and yon ig T hy 2 
0 hearty Concern for promoting Religion and 
good Order; by a generous. Kindneſs and 

nevolence, and by all good Works and 
Offices to any Part of — Community. And 
ſo doing, the Lord of Hoſts, in this Reſpect 
alſo, will give Peace in tlis Place. This 
Place will de a Nurſery of good and valu- 
able Perſons; we ſhall be upon honourable 
Terms with our Fellow-Citizens, and ſhall 
ſupport the Reputation of the Society free 
from Offence and Reproach. But remem- 
ber, we cannot — to preſerve this 
Congregation — y pure, we fincerely 
ſoever we may with and indeavour it. No 
moral Means are accountable for the Effects. 
The beſt Inſtructions may be diſregarded; .- 
nor was the Chriſtian Church at any Time 
abſolutely free from ſullied Characters; not 
even = ſmall, ſelect Number of Twelve; 
whom our Lord choſe to be Apoſtles, and 
the immediate Attendents upon his Perſon. 

V. We now advance to the laſt Article 
of Peace, which we ſhould. wiſh, the Lord 
of Hoſts would give in this Place; and that- 
is, according to the Apoſtolic Exhoxtation, | 
the being at Peace among ourſelves. Or, as 
our Lord, have Peace one with another. A \ 
great 1 Chap of Happineſs ;. which ſtands 


ppon this Principle ; that we all, in Chriſt 
Jeſus, 
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Offices, in Mecknefs * 


del, Moderation „ FPorbkaranee, Ten 
_ Yerneſs” 
Pride, 


and Compaſſion. Baniſhing afl 
mity and Inſofence, let every one in 
. Sphere conſtilt the Theerdfts; and ſtudy t 
in the Affection and Eſteetm of the w 
dy. Cautiouſly avoid whatever may oe. 
in Variance or Uneafineſs. My Brethren, 


ze not many Mdffers. Let no 
— 


tale” or dictate. Let no Man, in any 
inſiſt upon his own Humour or Fade m 
No Point, that any Perfon may. bs in, 
can be an Equivale t for the Loſs, of Peace 
| and Concord: n Gratification in pl pleaſing 
| birkſelf can equal the Satisfaction of yield- 
ing for the Sake of Peace: But I fhall' not 
expatiate on this Point, us it is of a private 
Nature airong bürfelves; and as Unity and 
good Agreement, $o your Praiſe be it ſ pokep, 
become, as It were , the Genius, or pabi 
tral Temper, of this Society. Witneſs yout 
aceable Settlement in this hw Place, and 
f theſe new Seats, An extraordinary In- 
| fancy indeed of amicable Difpofitions; which | 
1 can't but regard as a Pledge, that the Lord 
nefs, ten in this. 


of Hoſts, of his great Goc 
42 2 | Place, 


+» 


wo . or publ ic web. = 


ile Re” 188 ch: 
your Deſign in raifi De 5 
the N 5 with; our 
od 17 ing 
ern mack; in every Reſpe 
anſwered, that we, and all w | 


T worſhip. the Su Father 
e r Ml -be 
| Joined to the general Aſſembly and 3 5 

of the kult. bern in Heaven, thro Jeſus 
Cbriſt our Amen. „ 
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